
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the 4-H Youth Advisory Committee, representing all of Canada, celebrate at 

the 4-H Canada 100th Anniversary Gala: (l – r)  Arin Douglas (P.E.I); Allyson Barnable 

(NFLD); Heidi Pickard (NB); Breanne Durie (AB); Cindy Jaton (QB); Jacob Works (NS); 

Katie Hunter (MB); Valerie Stone (ON); Savanah Cheney (SK); Kirsten Bevandick (B.C.); 

Charles Gascon (QB); Lexi Tucker(QB). 

4-H Canada 100th Anniversary Gala Was 

Out-Of-This-World 

When an astronaut like Dr. Roberta Bondar keeps a Gala audience of 500 spell-bound, you know you 

have an amazing celebration. Dr. Bondar was the guest speaker at the 4-H Canada 100th Anniversary 

Gala held on May 30th at the Fairmount Winnipeg Hotel. As an astronaut, physician, scientist, 

photographer, author and, as she proudly proclaimed, an Aggie, Dr. Bondar presented  photos from 

her 1992 travels on the NASA space shuttle Discovery. Her view from space emphasized the 

importance of agricultural research and technology in being able to feed a growing planet with ever 

decreasing arable land.     

Dr. Bondar’s remarks were in keeping with all of the things that make 4-H one of the largest and 

longest lasting youth organizations in Canada. Originally named the “Boys’ and Girls’ Club,” the first 

4-H club originated in Roland, Manitoba in 1913. Over the past century, more than two million young 

Canadians, as well as thousands of adult volunteers, have enriched their lives and the lives of others 

through their 4-H experiences. Currently there are approximately 26,000 members and 8,000 leaders 

in every province across the country, upholding  the commitment to “Learn to Do by Doing.” 

In recognition of the importance of 4-H volunteer members, three Lifetime Honorary memberships 

were granted during the Gala. This honour, granted to less than sixty individuals over the last 

century, recognizes the dedication, commitment and passion for 4-H across Canada of those who 

strive to make 4-H the nation’s best youth organization. The recipients in this centennial year 

included Dori Gingera-Beauchemin of Manitoba, Marguerite Stark from Alberta, and Bertram (Bert) 

Stewart of Ontario.    



The Honourable Gerry Ritz, Canada’s Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food attended, proclaiming 

himself as a proud 4-Her. Also gracing the Gala was The Honourable Ron Kostyshyn, Manitoba’s 

Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives, who expressed his pride in the fact that Roland, 

Manitoba was the birthplace of 4-H in Canada.  

Also recognized at the Gala were a host of corporate sponsors, including the 100th Anniversary 

presenting sponsor, Enbridge, and the Gala sponsor, Cargill. Special recognition was given to Farm 

Credit Canada, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Bayer CropScience, Agrium and many other 

supporting companies and individuals. Without strong support from the agricultural community across 

Canada, it would be challenging to continue offering the excellent leadership programs that 4-H has 

provided over a century.  

“I credit 4-H for introducing me to a variety of valuable skills that I have taken with me my entire 

life,” said Rob Black, Past-President of the Canadian 4-H Council and Chair of the 4-H Canada 100th 

Anniversary Committee. “As a kid growing up in the country, I didn’t have immediate access to many 

of the things that urban life might have given me … and it was the 4-H leaders and programs that 

exposed me to many fabulous opportunities.” 

In order to carry those programs into the next century and add new and exciting options for the 

changing times, 4-H Canada established the $100 for 100 Years Legacy Fund. During this 100th 

anniversary year, this is an opportunity for those whose lives have been enriched by 4-H to ensure 

that following generations continue to have the same opportunities. The goal is to raise $100,000 

during the centennial year with $100 donations from 4-H supporters.  

More information on the $100 for 100 Years Legacy Fund and how donations can be made is 

available at  www.4-h-canada.ca/donate100 or by calling 1-613-234-4448. 


